
AGAPE LOVE
By David Gantt

How we handle relationships communicates to others how God handles relationships.

John 3:16, 15:13; Romans 5:8
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CAPTURE

Grab Their Attention

Illustration

Crazy Apes

Remember Me

We all have scars from our past but God has given us a place that we can live and heal

Andrew love together with our own. 

God rescue(s)(ed) us from the scars and hurt and sins of our past. 

Why? Because He loves us!

This love is an unbelievably and unexplainably strong love. There is not another love like

it. 

Podium Mode

https://youtu.be/r0AXPvwW8K0
https://youtu.be/BZPZD1JV5QQ
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CONNECT

Direct Them to God's Word

When we look at how God loves each and every one of us, we see a love that is

indescribable. Take a moment and have students share how they would explain God’s

love to those who do not know him…

Even with all of the words we may have used and add in any that we may not have used,

there still is no human way to describe how much God loves us or all the characteristics of

God’s love for us. 

When we talk about the word love particularly in view of the Bible there are three types

used: agape (God’s love), phileo (brotherly love), and eros (hot and steamy kind of love).

Neither phileo or eros love are possible without having a foundation of agape love laid in

your life. Think about it, God’s love is willing to die for you. If you take that aspect out of a

romantic relationship, do you want someone who isn’t willing to die for you or at least

sacrifice their desires for your own? Do you want friends that in the face of danger are

going to bail on you and leave you high and dry? 

We all have stuff in our life that one might would consider iffy or dangerous or messy that

others would not want to get wrapped up in. God looks at us and in spite of all of those

things chooses to love us anyway. He chose to die for us any way. The reality of a

romantic relationship is one that should resemble God in our life and point others to him. If

we operate our romantic relationships just in the form of phileo and eros love you get a

friendship based relationship with a physical attachment that in the face of trials and

tribulations will ultimately fall apart.



Bible Verse

John 3:16 (CSB)

16For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone

who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.

Bible Verse

John 15:13 (CSB)

13No one has greater love than this: to lay down his life for his friends.

Bible Verse

Romans 5:8 (CSB)

8But God proves his own love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
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CONSIDER



What Does This Mean Today?

Look at the Scripture verses we just used and tell me how those verses translate in you a

romantic relationship. These are characteristics of Christ’s love for us. His love is

unending, unconditional, and unlimited. Now take those three words and apply them to

any boyfriend of girlfriend relationship that you have or have ever had. which parts are

missing?

The crazy thing about loving someone to the point that you are going to spend the rest of

your life with them is that there has to be an unending, unconditional, and unlimited aspect

to how you love them. There has to be the element of friendship and also the element of a

physical and passionate relationship. 

Love is crazy because it makes you do crazy things for the other person. Love is crazy

because it requires you to stretch beyond yourself and your comfort. Love is crazy

because it requires you to stay committed even in the event that the love may or may not

be reciprocated. Love is crazy because it is no longer about you but about the well being

of the other person.

Podium Mode
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COLLIDE



Where God's Word Meets Our Everyday Life

Last year we spent 4 weeks at this time of year talking about the 4 “F’s” of

Real-ationships. Becoming friends first, fonds second, fancies third and family last. You

cannot navigate that process without experiencing all three types of love that A.P.E. crazy

love is made out of. Tonight we talked about agape love and how that is God’s love. Have

you ever heard the saying that you cannot love until you know what it is like to be loved?

Let’s build on that for a moment. You cannot love until you allow yourself to be love by

God. God was willing to sacrifice his only and most beloved Son so that the relationship

between you and God could be mended. God loved in such a way that his Son gave up

his life for you. Finally, God loved us in spite of our sinful nature because while we were

still sinners Christ died for us. Have you met the person that you are willing to do any if not

all of that for? If not, then you haven’t me that special person that you are to spend the

rest of your life with.

Application

Teens today treat relationships so frivolously. They like a person because of x, y, or z

factor and when they are over it they move on. That is not agape love. And when we love

like that, what we are telling others is that God loves you because of x, y, or z and after

awhile he will get over it and you become yesterday’s news. That is not what the Gospel is

about. When we approach any relationship whether it is friendships, family, bfffffffffffffffffe

relationships or romantic relationships that turn into marriages. We as Christians have to

treat them in such a way that we communicate God’s love for us and others. We have to

reflect Jesus in the way we love. Our love for others has to point others to God.
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CALL



Respond to the Holy Spirit

My challenge for you is this:

1) Study what God’s love looks like in the Bible? Google is, just be careful of the sources.

Look up Scripture references. Do whatever it takes to understand how much and how God

loves and shows his love for us.

2) Filter your relationships through what you learn.

3) Challenge yourself to respond to the relationship the way God would have you to in

view of how He loves you. Whether that means to pump the breaks or slam on the breaks

with relationships.

Just do whatever you can to allow God’s love change the way you approach relationships

with others.
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